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Station skipper signs first Record of Decision
The signing of the first Record of Decision (ROD) pose of hazardous wastes," Lancaster said.

marked a major environmental milestone for NAS Work toward the ROD began back in 1979 when the
Jacksonville. Capt. Robert D. Whitmire, NAS Jax com- first soil samples were taken around the landfill. When
manding officer, signed the document during a cere- the station was placed on the U.S. Environmental
mony held at the Officers' Club on Tuesday, Sept. 23, Protection Agency's (EPA) National Priorities List

More than 20 people, including Rear Adm. Paul D. (NPL) in December 1989, OUl was targeted as one of
Moses, USN (Ret.) current deputy secretary for the first areas to be investigated. In 1990, more sam
Florida's Department of Environmental, Protection, pIing was dQne·and has continued until the Navy devel
attended the signing.. . oped".altematives to deal with the contamination at

"The' ROD' is, a formal statement on how the' Navy, "A:h'e~ two sites. '
will remediate the hazardous wastes sites }Vithin "It was the community involvement that helped the
Operable Unit One (OUl)," said Whitmir~ ..--·-·" Navy decide which would be the preferred alternative,"

OUI contains two Potential ~ource of Contam- said Lancaster.."Our Restoration Advisory Board,
mation (PSC) sites which ;nclude PSC 26, the old which meets each month, told the station which alter
Child Street Landfill, and"PSC 27, a former transformer native they thought would work best and the Navy
storage area. Thes'e"pCS sites are located north of the agreed."
Naval Hospital and family housing along Child Street. The alternative selected is a cap/cover system.
, In 1978, the transformer storage area was closed Here's how it works:

after station officials found vandalism resulted in a spill Contaminated soil around the landfill is excavated
of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). The soil in the and consolidated into the landfill.
area was dug up and transported off site. The cap is a 30-mil. plastic liner that will cover low

The landfill, closed in January 1979, was the prima- level radioactive material, and excavated soil and sedi
ry disposal site on NAS Jacksonville since the station ment, to prevent the contamination from leaching into
opened in 1940. Discarded automobiles, household and 'the ground water after heavy Florida rains. The cap will Capt. Robert D. Whitmire, NAS Jax command
sanitary wastes, liquid industrial wastes, construction cover a specifically designated. area. ing officer signs the first Record Of Decision at
debris, and low level radioactive waste, was dumped at The cover will be two feet of clean soil-over the the Officers' Club on Tuesday, Sept. 23.
this site. entire 38-acre landfill, covered with grass to prevent determine if the area could be used.

"This was the ~isposal practice at the time," erosion. "Landfill capping is the preferred remedy of EPA,"
explained Diane Lancaster, NAS Jacksonville's The final phase is monitoring the ground water and explained Lancaster. "In other locations, old landfills
InstallatIOn Restoration (IR) manager. Lancaster coor- surface water areas to measure how well contamination are used for recreation areas. It's possible to do that
dinates the cleanup efforts at sites like PSC 26 and 27. is naturally breaking down and becoming non-haz- here if the review shows the area is safe." The station

"We've learned a great deal over the past several ardous. If the process is not working well enough, addi- cleanup manager said the site would never be used for
decades, and we now know that this type of disposal tional actions are planned to enhance the cleanup, 'd r I
was hazardous to human health and the environment. A review of the ROD will take place after five years, res~~;nkIatartUse'th' th 'II bIt db th d
N th 'I' I d' h d' . I d' I I ki .. d 'nor S S IS mon , WI e comp e eye en

ow ere are stnct aws 10 p ace to Irect ow we I~~, _ mc U _Il!g a c, ~~~__ 00 ng at. momtonng recor s, to ,'~of June;'-'19Y8,' and will cost $5.2 million.
There are 51 PSCs at NAS JacksonvIlle and three - ., ';'Th ROD' '1 b 't' I th d

O . " e IS a rru estone ecause 1 signa seen
perable Umts. All the sites are m some phase of the f h' .. - d th ft'I " . 0 t e mvesugatIve process an e start 0 urnmg

c eanup process, from site charactenzatIOn (the begm- . d' "Wh" d h "It' th fi t
ning) to removal actions (interim cleanups) to the first flrt, h ItmhIre stre~lsleb att e ceRreOmDony, s e klrts

ROD (f' I d ,. ) 0 w at we ope WI e many s as we wor 0
ma eClSIOn. I II h' NAS J k 'II

L b h ., I . .. . c ean u ate sites at ac sonvi e,
earn more a out testation s c eanup actIVIties m

the Stakeholder's Report. the quarterly cleanup
newsletter published by the NAS Jacksonville Public
Affairs Office. Call Bill Dougherty at 542-4032 to get
a copy, or to be olaced on the maiIimr Ji~t


